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LETTER TO THE DIRECTOR

Does the Master's Degree in Natural Medicine in Comprehensive Patient Care develop
research competencies?
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Dear Director:

We read the article " Evaluation of the research competence of the student of the Master's Degree
in Natural Medicine in Integrated Patient Care (IAPC)" () and it motivated us given the
importance represented by the ideas of its authors.

The university from its beginnings has been linked to the historical, social, political, economic
and cultural development of nations, so one of its tasks is to prepare trained personnel to
respond to the demands of society, providing solutions to the needs of the moment.(® The
University of Medical Sciences of Holguin fulfills these functions through graduate programs,
such as the Master's Degree in Natural Medicine in IPA.

In the conceptualization of the Cuban economic and social model of socialist development,
guidelines 14 and 32 are included in which the universities are included, and the need for the
development of new products and services, incorporating the results of scientific research and
technological innovation, is raised.3:4

This Master's degree ensures that its students develop research competencies through the
design and implementation of procedures for research work from the teaching activity.(>
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Related to the above, the application of Natural and Traditional Medicine (NTM) in the AIP,
through the research line number 8: Teaching and training in human resources in NTM in the
AIP with the creation of a procedure of Good Laboratory Practices of quality for natural products
of the Center of Immunology and Biopreparations (Cibho), which is being developed at the
moment as part of the activities of the Master's degree being studied.

The Center for Immunology and Biopreparations (Cibho), being a unique center in the country
with semi-industrial production processes, has as part of its mission the research, innovation,
production and commercialization of natural products, mostly registered as nutritional
supplements for human use. Based on the experiences in this area, it has designed a
development program of natural products for human and veterinary medicine, which includes
homeopathic and allopathic formulations.

Its Social Purpose is the constant search for research lines that allow the introduction of new
lines of production such as nutritional supplements of natural origin. This strategy is in
accordance with the current policy of our country outlined in the guidelines of the VI Congress
of the PCC, which allows the substitution of imports.

The procedure that is being developed at this time, with an innovative character, is done with
the objective of training the professional staff of the laboratory of quality of natural products, to
have a scientifically trained staff in the procedures of Good Practices, and to achieve a finished
product with high quality, efficiency and effectiveness.

With the same, it is possible to confirm what the authors expressed in the conclusions of their
research, in which they state that with the introduction and development of the research
competence profile in the Master's program, the application of the scientific method in the
student to create therapeutic diagnostic protocols and teaching alternatives is really improved, %)
and a proof of this is its elaboration.
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